
PROVIDER ALERT
Date: 
February 24, 2011
To: 
All Project SAFE Providers: Executive Directors, PS Clinicians, and Claims Staff
From: Samuel Moy, Ph.D., CEO and Project SAFE Director
Holly Hassett, MA, MA, NCC, LPC   Assistant Program Director, Project SAFE 
CC:
Peter Panzarella, DCF
DCF Substance Abuse Specialists and Behavioral Health Program Directors

Karen Ohrenberger, DMHAS Project SAFE Director 
Re:
Project SAFE – Additional Drug Testing Authorization Procedure and Increase in Cost for GC/MS Drug Screen Confirmation(s)
This Provider Alert and accompanying documents are being sent via email to the Project SAFE primary contacts at each program, by fax, and will also be posted on ABH’s website [www.abhct.com]. 
I. Additional Drug Testing Authorization 

The current Project SAFE Urine Toxicology Process utilizes a 5-panel Instant Drug Test (Noble Split-Specimen Cup®) to test for Amphetamines, Cocaine, Opiates, PCP, and THC (Marijuana). To address suspected or reported abuse of other substances, ABH has worked with DCF and Noble to develop a process for testing additional substances, e.g., benzodiazepines or synthetic opiates, on an as needed basis. 
Procedure: 

1. All requests for testing of additional substances require a Project SAFE referral for an Instant Drug Screen(s) and an additional authorization through Project SAFE made by the DCF Behavioral Health Program Director (BH PD) or Substance Abuse Specialist (SAS).  
2. DCF will make a Project SAFE referral for an Instant Drug Screen(s) and indicate that a request for testing of additional substances is being requested. 

3. The DCF Substance Abuse Specialist, Behavioral Health Program Director, or designee will complete and fax to ABH an authorization for testing of other substances (see attached). 
4. ABH® will fax an authorization for additional drug testing to the Project SAFE Provider designated by DCF.

5. The Project SAFE Provider will have the client complete an instant drug test and then follow the chain of command to send the sample out to the lab for confirmation, specifying the additional substances requested on the Project SAFE Authorization for Additional Drug Testing in the Remarks section on page 2. Note: As the additional substance being tested is not screened for using the Instant Drug Test, the Instant Drug Test results may be negative for all substances. 

6. The Project SAFE Provider will relay the lab confirmation results to the DCF SW.

7. The Project SAFE Provider will submit a web based claim to ABH for the instant drug test as usual. 

8. For reimbursement of the lab confirmation for the additional substance(s) authorized, the Project SAFE Provider will fax the Noble invoice along with a copy of the authorization for additional drug testing to: Sharron Janowski, Project SAFE Claims Coordinator at Fax # 860-638-5302 for reimbursement. ABH® will reimburse the Project SAFE Provider for the lab fees as well as an administrative fee of $10 for each specimen sent to the lab for additional testing.
II. Increase in Cost for GC/MS Drug Screen Confirmation(s)

As previously communicated to Project SAFE Providers via email, effective January 1, 2011, lab confirmation fees per substance (amphetamines, cocaine, opiates, PCP, and THC) through Noble Diagnostics, Inc. increased from $20 per substance to $22 per substance.  The reimbursement through Project SAFE increase accordingly. Lab confirmation for extended opiates remains at $25. Project SAFE will continue to reimburse a $10 administrative fee for each specimen sent out for GC/MS confirmation. The process for submitting these claims through ABH’s web based system remains the same. 

III. Revised Project SAFE Documents

Please see the revised documents on Project SAFE Urine Drug Testing attached. These are also posted on ABH’s website – www.abhct.com – in the Resources section. 
· Project SAFE ETOH and Drug Testing Report, rev.2/24/2011
· Project SAFE ETOH and Drug Testing Report (Spanish), 2.24.2011
· Authorization for PS Additional Drug Screen Authorization 
· DCF Request - Additional Drug Screen Authorization (to be completed by DCF) 
If you have any questions, please contact:

General questions:

· Holly Hassett, MA, MA, NCC, LPC     Assistant Program Director, Project SAFE

Tel.   (860) 704-6294    email: hhassett@abhct.com
Additional Drug Screen Authorization and/or Claims questions:

· Sharron Janowski, Project SAFE Claims Coordinator
Tel. (860) 704-6144

email: sjanowski@abhct.com 
Project SAFE Referrals:
· Project SAFE Referral Line # 1-800-272-0097
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